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Principal’s Message 
 

 

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians, 
 
 

This has been quite the winter for weather. However, life goes on at BHS with sports, plays, improv, music concerts and 
competitions, shows and community service. Students are enjoying ski, experiential, cultural and humanitarian trips. 
Staff Appreciation Week was February 11 to 15. A huge thank you goes out to our wonderful and thoughtful Home and 
School members for making our staff feel very special. 
 
We held assemblies in January to review the rules on respect, including clothing, politeness, absences, cafeteria, exams, 
use of social media and safe behaviour.  
 
Students from Secondary One to Four received their course selection forms on Monday, February 11. Re-registration, as 
you know, is being done through Fusion this year.  
 
Please remember that parent/teacher interviews are on February 21 from 4:00 to 5:30 and 6:30 to 9:00 PM. Fusion will 
be available from Sunday, February 17 at 9:00 AM to Wednesday, February 20 at 12:00 PM to book appointments with 
teachers.  
 
March Break this year is March 4 to 8. Please remind your children, when they return from March Break, that there will 
be only a few weeks until end of the year and it is important to stay motivated and keep working. 
 
I wish you a great rest of the school year. 
 
Michelle Harper 
Principal 
 

 

 
 
 



 
Athletics 

 

 

 

There’s lots going on in BHS Athletics! 

 

Over the next two weeks our Juvenile and Midget girls’ basketball teams as well as our Midget 

boys’ hockey teams will be competing for their respective GMAA banners. All three teams are 

seeded in first place going into the playoffs. 

Swimming Championships are taking place February 21st, numerous of our athletes have 

qualified. Over 30 students will be representing BHS at the indoor track meets scheduled for 

February 19th and 20th. 

Our newly created curling unfortunately lost in the first round of the playoffs but it was a great 

learning experience for all the players. Great job to Mrs. Hall for starting up this new team! 

Badminton tryouts and practices have been ongoing during the last month and the season is 

just starting for our teams. 

Looking forward to the spring we are going to offer Rugby, Lacrosse, Flag Football as well as 

outdoor Track & Field. Lots of opportunities to get involved! 

 

Let’s go Bisons! 

Evan McCurdy 

BHS Athletics  

 

 



 

 

Blue Bulletin – Feb 2019 

 

Another term has seen a whirlwind of action in the Drama department. The grade 7s have been doing lots of 

work on dialogues and group plays, and grade 8s used pictures as inspiration for scenes, as well as using music 

to help create pantomime scenes. Meanwhile, the grade 9s have tackled stage combat seven and ten-minute 

plays. Drama Studio has been busier than ever, with the 10s creating radio dramas and beginning their play 

productions. Speaking of which... 

Grade 10 unveils a hilarious comedy called “Anchors Aweigh!” on Thursday - Friday, March 28-29 at 7:00pm 

both nights. BHS Drama Studio has a rich history of never-before-seen theatrical delights, so this play is not to 

be missed! 

In January, alongside Dance and Show Choir, BHS Drama students performed in front of a very large audience 

for the annual Charity Show. This year’s edition benefitted a member of the BHS teaching family, Mrs. Nadia 

Naqvi, raising our 2nd most EVER…$1760.00!  

Variety Show had a large contingent of BHS Drama, featuring 3 MCs, as well as singers, dancers, AV Crew, and 

more! 

Remember, for ALL things BHS Drama, check out http://bhsdramadept.weebly.com 

 
 
 

             Theatrically yours, 
Jeff Pinsky 

  

 

 

http://bhsdramadept.weebly.com/


Drama Dept. 

 

         Grade 7 Grade 8 

 

 Grade 9 

 

Coming soon Grade 10 presents: 

 



 
 

BHS Debate 

This term has been packed with tournaments and in-class debates galore! Our resident tournament team of 
Christina Koikaran and Kayla Thériault, who outdid themselves with 6 amazing rounds of debate at McGill’s 
Winter Bonanza on Feb 1-2, and as of this printing, competing at the Quebec Provincial Championships on Feb 
15-16. This past week, we hosted an intro to debating workshop at St. Patrick’s Elementary. We’re already 
creating a new legacy! 

Argumentatively Yours, 

Erin Thompson and Jeff Pinsky 

 

 

Debating at St. Pat’s 

 

 



 

Visual Art Dept. 
 

 

Art students have been quite busy with various fun activities, art projects and workshops. This term, after 
grade 7, students were introduced to the colour theory.  They became familiar with Dale Chihuly.  He is an 
American Sculptor and a glass blower who is known for his astonishing glass sculptures. Furthermore, they 
learned about the harmful impacts that plastic bottles, containers and particles can have on our environment 
and our health.  As a result, they started collecting water bottles since the beginning of the year and created a 
wonderful piece of artwork inspired by Chihuly. Throughout the term, the grade 7 art class practiced on still 
life drawings, birds and horses. They created very nice drawings of birds using soft pastels. 

 
 

   
             

 

The grade 8 art class became familiar with Barbara Reid the Canadian Author and Book illustrator who creates 

beautiful images for her books using layers of plasticine.  After learning the technique, students designed and 

created interesting illustrations of their favourite childhood recent or book.  They also practiced on drawing 

objects, flowers, animals, and birds and produced colourful drawings of birds using soft pastels.  

 

    
 



Grade 9 and 11 students had the chance to have an in school 
workshop to learn about the interesting techniques of Batik. During 
this process they were taught how to work with flour paste as well 
as melted beeswax, in order to outline their design on a piece of 
fabric and to colour them with fabric dye. The students were very 
creative in portraying their ideas with the theme revolving around 
peace, love and hope.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

The grade 9 art students were also taught the interesting techniques of engraving and embossing on copper 
sheets. They each designed a unique and interesting mandala and engraved it on small sheets of copper. 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 11’s were assigned to select a portrait, a landscape, or a city scape, painted by a historical artist, they 
are inspired with. They each reproduced their selected painting on an 18”x 24” canvas using acrylic paint. 
 
 

 
 

 

  



 

The grade 10 art class practiced on detailed portrait drawings as well as the proper use of conte in order to 
realistically draw and shade a portrait. They did a wonderful job and some students created a hyper realistic 
portraits using this medium (Conte). 
 
In December, they also had a very fun and educational visit to the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, where they 
could see the Alexander Calder exhibition and have a workshop on how to make a flat portrait wire sculpture. 
 
 
 

                                          
 

 

 

 

Bravo to all BHS art students for 
being enthusiastic, creative and 
hardworking! 
 
Artistically yours, 
Shiva Kaffash 
         

 
 

 
 



 
Music department - Blue Bulletin 

 
Our Holiday concerts took place on December 11th and 12th.  Students played festive music to a sold out 
auditorium both nights.  All the bands did a fantastic job at showcasing all of their hard work.  Thank you to 
everybody who came and contributed in some way to our bake sale, which was a huge success.  We would also 
like to thank you for all of the support with respect to the increased ticket price,. The additional income from 
the sales certainly helped with the loss of funding from the reduced school fees. 
 
Our grade 9 home room music class helped bring out the spirit of the holidays to a needy West Island man who 
is new to Canada and making to have a new start.  The students and their families donated many boxes filled 
with food and toiletries as well as a $100 gift card for Walmart.  Once again the music department demonstrated 
a sense of community through their generosity. 
 
On February 20th, our grade 8 music class will be travelling to Ottawa to compete in the Capital Region Music 
Festival.  This is the third time that we will be participating in this festival.  The students have been working very 
hard on 3 pieces that they will play for the adjudicators.  
 
The Boston bands have already started preparing for the Boston Worldstrides Heritage Music Festival. We will 
be taking 86 students to compete in this year’s festival. Please note that rehearsals are held every Wednesday 
morning and that attendance is mandatory. This year, we will be entering a Junior and Senior concert band as 
well as a Senior Jazz Band. Students are looking forward to competing against hundreds of students from across 
Canada and the U.S. We will be leaving on Thursday April 25th   and returning on Sunday April 28th.  We wish 
everyone the best. 
 
 

Fundscrip is up and running!  We really encourage everybody to try it as it is a really 
easy way to raise money for the department without spending an extra dollar.  To 
register for Fundscrip, please go to www.fundscrip.com and enter our code: 
7C3S4X.  The more people we can get participating, the more money we get to purchase 
new instruments and equipment for the students.  
 

 
 
 

Musically Yours, 
 

Phil Legault and Valérie Lepage 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT WEB SITE ADDRESS:  musicbhs.weebly.com 
 

 
 

http://www.fundscrip.com/


Blue Bulletin February 2019 

 

On Monday November 12, Beaconsfield High School welcomed Michel Chikwanine to speak to the student body.  Michel 

Chikwanine has overcome unimaginable pain and struggles while growing up in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

Much of his childhood was ravaged by death and decay in a war that claimed the lives of 5.8 million people.  Michel was 

forced to be a child soldier.    

His presentation told a story of triumph of the human spirit.  Michel gave practical, realistic and inspiring advice to all 

students for their road ahead.  He took the time to answer questions 

from students 

and meet with 

them one-on-

one later.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spreading Christmas Cheer Through On Rock Community Services 

Throughout the month of December, BHS was fortunate to work alongside On 

Rock Community Services in various capacities.  We helped out with their weekly 

community diner by helping serve food and provide entertainment.  Students 

assisted in packaging their annual holiday gift boxes for over 240 families.  

Finally, over 20 BHS students, teachers and their families helped prepare and 

deliver food boxes on December 15.  Our students provided invaluable service 

while getting involved and giving back to their community.   

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY OFFICE 
 

Students have been very busy this year, both in and outside of school. Many have already 
volunteered over twenty to thirty hours, which qualifies them for the Beaconsfield High School 
Community and In-School Service Award.  There is still plenty of time to get involved and “earn” these 
hours.  Students should see Mrs. Dubuc if they are looking for volunteer activities or check the Bison 
Daily News available in school or on the BHS website, http://beaconsfield.lbpsb.qc.ca. Students 
MUST record their hours in the binder outside C103 in order to receive recognition for their 
volunteering. 
 
Students obtaining 40 hours of community service should also register for the “Youth in Action” 
award, supported by Volunteer West Island and our local Quebec MNA’s.  Go to www.cabvwi.org – 
click on “I want to volunteer "to register.  Then students should see me to receive their recording 
booklet.  All students with 40 hours of service between August 2017 and mid-April 2019, are invited to 
a gala and every BHS students is eligible to win a prize.  Do not miss out; register now. 
 
Thank you to all parent volunteers.  You are truly the pillars of our school.  Your work as nurses, 
book-menders, library volunteers, drivers and all the other assorted tasks that you do for the school.  
Your Home and School Staff Appreciation luncheons are the highlight of the year!!  We love and 
appreciate you.  BHS would not be the same without you. 
 
Thank you to all the families who donated food and money for our holiday basket campaign.  Judging 
by the feedback I have been given, the recipient families were overwhelmed with our generosity.  This 
is truly a wonderful way for the students to experience what “giving from the heart” really means.  We 
helped more than 20 West Island families this year, and donated clothing to Verdun elementary.   
 
Our Variety Show, in November this year, was a wonderful success. It was a real pleasure working 
with Nina Golitzinsky, and all the talented students.  We raised over $3000 for 60 Million Girls.  
  
Our twelfth annual grade 11 International Development Volunteer Trip to Colombia will be leaving on 
February 23, 2019.  Students will be building an outdoor auditorium in a small mountain community 
(129 people) to be used for community events.  They will also visit historic sights, wildlife areas, the 
beach and do some hiking.  If you have a child in grade 10 who might be considering this trip in 
his/her graduating year, have her/him see me.  Meetings for the 2020 trip will begin in April or May, 
and most of our students will be committed by June 2019.  Numbers are limited. 

http://beaconsfield.lbpsb.qc.ca/
http://www.cabvwi.org/


 
Thank you to all who have donated ink cartridges to our 
recycling operation.  This service is on-going throughout 
the year.  Used cartridges can be brought to the 
community office, C103.  The funds we raise allow us to 
bring in presentations for all of our students. 
 
Don’t forget, school sweat clothing (pants, hoodies, long 
and short sleeved t-shirts, and zip front sweatshirts) are 
available from my office as supplies last.  Order forms 
are available outside C103. 
 
Term II has been a busy one at BHS, and the rest of the year will pass quickly.  Life is so exciting for 
those that are involved.  So, students, get involved with your school.  I guarantee that it will make 
your high school years more valuable, rewarding, and unforgettable. 
            
Nancy Dubuc 


